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Urhobo language 


Urhobo is a South-Western Edoid language^ spoken by the 
Urhobo people of southern Nigeria. 
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Phonology 


Urhobo has a rather reduced system of sound inventory 
compared to proto-Edoid. The inventory of Urhobo consists of 
seven vowels; which form two harmonic sets^, /i e a o u/ and /i 
£ a D u// 5 ] 

It has a conservative consonant inventory for an Edoid language. 
It maintains three nasals, and only five oral consonants, /l, 1, u, 
j, w/, have nasal allophones before nasal vowels. 


Urhobo 


Native to 

Nigeria 

Region 

Delta and Bayelsa 
State 

Ethnicity 

Urhobo people 

Native speakers 

(2,000,000 cited 
1993)[b 

Language 

family 

Niger-Congo 

■ Atlantic-Congo 

- Volta-Niger 

■ YEAI 

■ Edoid 

■ Southwestern 

- Urhobo 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

urh 

Glottolog 

urhol239 (http://gl 

ottolog.org/resourc 

e/languoid/id/urhol 
239 )P1 



Labial 

Labiodental 

Alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Labio-velar 

Glottal 

Nasal 

m 


n 

P 




Plosive 

P b 


t d 

c J 

k g 

kp gb 


Fricative 

* 

f V 

s z 

£ Z. 

Y 


h 

Trill 



r 





Flap 



I[f] 





Approximant 


u[G] 

l[n] 

j [Pi 


w [r) w ] 



Dictionaries 


Urhobo dictionaries have been compiled by Ukere, Osubele, Ebireri Okrokoto of Urhobo Language Institute 
(http://www.urhobolanguageinstitute.com/viendo_categoria.cfm?num_cat=46)/ 6 ' and Julius Arerierian.. A 
wordlist of Nouns and verbs of Okpe, Urhobo and Uvwie was compiled by Akpobome Diffre-Odiete with 
funding from Foundation for Endangered Languages. 
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Urhobo has the SVO constituent order type as illustrated with the example below: 


i-1 

! Otiti 6 cho oho na ! 

| Otiti 3SG steal. PST lien DET ; 

I 'Otiti stole the hen.' ! 

L_________________________________---_______________________________________-____-_____________________________---______J 
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